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whose glory has dimmed.
_And send one who will bring them

tidings of the Covenant,
21. Of what is to be after their wrath s
passed: Even though they are not

men of understanding,

IR
I

. And then the people will be
consoled, Even though they arc
not men ol understanding.

This strophe is from the piyyut

sy v w3 which deals entirely
with a request for forgiveness ol sin.
the piyyul

LLikewise, in

»onvan mab one32):

WO NWYNN /T YYD 16
YOI PT DY /DN NN M 17
Y2390 DN PN) /DN DN PINN .18
YYIN TT) ONY /D00 T PT0 .19
DDNVN DNYY /DIPYT 22 N) W .20

16. Relent, Oh Lord, withhold your

wrath and reveal yoursell:
. Spare those who fear the Day of
Judgement and comfort them.
They are drawn to you, and no one
ol them will do harm.
. Help the child who weeps, even
though he is evil in your eyes.
20. Tell them that you have accepted
them, and forgiven them.
[n this piyyut we see God sitting in the
scat of judgement, as the Supreme
Judge who at first appears severe and
stern, but in the end has mercy on his
does not exact

creatures and

judgement. The piyyut progresses from

despair to hope. and this dramatic
reversal, together with the power of
[bn Ezra's poctic diction, is the main

source of the poem's vitality.

_—

Notes

I. All the examples cited in this paper are from: S. Bernstein, Moshe Ihn Ezra: Sacred

Poems. Jerusalem 5717.
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inclination, which is an external cause.,
The baseness of this inclination, which
God Himself implanted in the heart of
man, is mainly responsible for causing
him to sin%);
NINTY PWOY /DY ) .13
MY2 93 py2 MnRnn .14
MIND 113 /)IN12Y .15
MY IO INY 16
3. Oh my soul, you have filled me
with grief:
I4. And you have made me a horror in
the eyes of all men.
I5. And you have made me drunk with
the wine of lust.
16. You have troubled me, and caused
me distress.
and also in the piyyut m9an yo(29):
VIRY 2222 NP 23010 /230 1)t
VY OMIN NRPYN OON T 0¥ DI .2
PNNIN IMNMNDN I PRI O 09) 3
WM YT OTND 32 3N 4
I. My foolishness caused my heart to

see a lic as a good thing

o

My foolish deeds caused me 1o

drink the lies from God's cup.

3. My evil inclination - as God willed
it - has incited my heart from my
youth.

4. TFor a man's heart is evil from his

youth.

Summing up, belore a sentence is
given, the accused states that his will
and his  thoughts are of no
consequence, and God's will must
prevail, for he is delivered into His
hands. God can do with him as He
pleases. His crimes are many, but
arcater still are the mercies of God39);
P ANV T MN MN L10
PTIPNINIY DON NYYI 1Y DN .11
PTAY D20 3 V1RY PVOYNY 12
ToRD MNID Nwy) 13
10. We are as clay in the hands ol God.
Il. Though my sins have grown
greater, yet my good deeds have
surpassed them.
12. All men stand for judgement, for all
are his slaves.
13. The king acted as he willed.
Sometimes the accused is the whole
Jewish people, and not an individual.
The process of judgement in this case is
similar and parallel, with the addition of
a national-religious tone, which
generally concludes with hope for a
general atonement and the return to
Zion:
OYIN DY /MINY NDY N1 .19
DY TIND /N33 2N N .20
NI A /IINND D IWN NN .21

19. Restore the remnants of the people
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Therefore, he has no choice but to lay
bare his sins and ask forgiveness, lor
the one who confesses and turns from
sin will be forgiven.
As it says, in T aya xon(23);
1921 /MY ANVN A DY .12
1D /12 9YD 1IN .13
NI DINT) 1NN DY Nw 14
2. On that day my sins shall tesuly
against me in my presence
[3. Indeed, my mind perceives that the
[Lord
4. Forgives iniquity, and is mercilul
and gracious.
Indeed, the accused's condition is
dismal and pitiful. The defense counsel
points this out. He speaks of the
accused's personal problems. and ol the
many external dangers that hover over
him. He is vulnerable to every kind of
injury. All this must be taken into
account.
For example, in the piyyut.

mawn Yy o2

v

NAN PIN N NDY /192 THY) M) .

1192 NDD DT /NN VI NN L6

NAW) Y2210 1DV /PNY IIVNNPM 7

N9MY 19N MIND /PNTHIMPPMN 8

5. Who can stand before Him and not
fear His anger?

6. And how can he demand God's

mercy when he has filled his hands
with blood,

7. And the darkness of his deeds
obscure the light of the stars ol the
night?

8. His evil deeds encompass him, like a
lion on every side.

and also in "wmxon N3

YRR NND PIAD APONN Y PysN .3

3. He cries out on account of his grave
sickness, and because of the spleen
ol his enemies.

and also in mINa wn Ny o0

SNINDD P21 /10N TWN MW 10
MYY NI THDY NDY 77D0) N9 Y L1

10. Look upon the shackled man.
bound in shame.

I1. And delivered into the hands of
wild men, without help or support.

The accused weeps over the wretched

situation he has come to. The tears flow

freely and so forcefully that they could
even melt stones.

For instance, in  the piyut

mymnon o7

DIN YAND YD APNY Y 20 10

10. My tears, from the intensity ol my
pain, have melted away stones.

The defense attorny has another

interesting argument: he shifts the

blame from the accused to his evil
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POIVY NS /YIOM IPND DN N) .7

PN /YN 1D N 8

PRYNDY /YN PRLNT DN)Y .9

NI OWN ZUNT T D)1 990 .10

7. 1 you will, oh God, seek out and

expose his hidden deeds.

o0

He contrives evil by night and also
by day.
9. And if you seek out his sins and his
auilt.
10. He 1s guilty from head to foot.
The thoughts of the accused are
always solely of evil(19);
;0P MIND NN NI .10
;010 D2 Y7 P71 YMavng Iy D) .11
D277 URYN /NN MU WD 12
The accused admits all his sins@9):
MINON N2 /TY MsN .5
MNP N /120 10 L6
TPIVN ND /1200 DN 7
M AP DN ANYNDY NOY 8
5. The commandments of the Lord I
have not observed
6. The admonitions of my parents |
have not taken to heart
7. From my instructors [ have not
taken instruction
8. And to the voice of my teachers I
have not hearkened.
The accused admits that he has sinned

all along: he has spurned the words of

the divine commandments, ol ethics
and of his teachers. The accused is
rebellious, quarrelsome, deceitful, and
malicious. His claims are as naught
before the Lord of the WorldD:
PTH WOIN MY DY /900D PN 7D .5
NPT M XD /1IN NI 1NV L6
MMTN DI T2Y /NN DYDY 201 7
5. How can he complain, who has
disobeyed? And what can he
answer, who is contentious?
6. He who lives in a house of clay is
full of deceit and malice.
7. Can the slave make answer before
his master?
Even the sins he committed
unwittingly are known to God, and the
accused has no choice but to confess
to them, even though he did not know
he was sinning?%):
PRONY DN NOPDD /T TND /70 293
PNINNN V)92 /DY) /DY OYY .2
[. With a fearful heart, and trembling
greatly, | appealed to God to
forgive me
2. And for my hidden sins, I prostrated
myself before Him.
He confesses also to those unknown to
him, for God discerns one's innermost
thoughts, and nothing is hidden from

Him.
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N78 2 YINY I 02 /DTN PRTRY DY 3
TV NP TNY /NTINND M2)1712 W) N 4
T DOPY 129Y /TNON MIAAY MINY 5

TV VNN /7Y OROD DD 121 6
DYNI 19N 1020 7DYWPRIND IMINNG Ty .7
DY DINN NTYY /DYN XD DN ) 8
TN NNPD DY MNT /712yN32 102 M 9
1270 DY DYDY /123500 NNY DYYD 19 .10
[. 1 am ever flilled with fear on
account of my transgressions/ And

my sins silence my tongue.

(R

And when I stood to testify/ |

stood and trembled.

3. Istood trembling with fear/ For my
evil instinet lay in wait for me.

4. And since a trap lay at my feet/ |
was [illed with fear and trembling.

5. Their hearts bent with fear, they
uttered/ Their prayers together.

6. And remembering their sins from
days past/ Up to the present, fear
possesses them.

7. They were filled with trembling lor
their failings/ They were ashamed,
and their heads were covered.

8. And since their land was filled
with sin/ There, were they seized
with trembling.

9.  They moaned before thee during

the days of Penitence/ Then were

they like the pelicans of the desert.

10. And lest their sins grow great and
multiply/ Therefore, they tremble.
Feelings ol anxiety, horror, fear and
dread fill the accused:
(5)hnong YN NOYYD 71937 TN /790 293 .1
T9R0 2991 NN Ny .3
U0)79n myx 1922 DM 4
. With a fearful heart, and trembling
greatly, I appealed to God to
forgive me.
3. lam filled with fear before the King.
4. The fear of God is like the roar of
the lion.
INOD DNYD NHROND NAN ]
(Dymera qwTR 520 O MNDYN .2
1. Oh Lord, [ come, fearlully, to request

your forgiveness.

o

[ shall bow down before your holy
temple, out of fear of you.
Confronting the conscience stricken
accused are the firm words ol the
prosecutor, which add to his troubled
feelings!®),

The prosecutor has no difficulty
proving his points, for the sins of the
accused are numerous, and proven.
There is no appealing against them for
they have been committed both by day
and by night.

The accused is the embodiment of sin

and transgression:
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PNPNY TOUN 1290 197 .1
1280 92 XMNN N 290 4
[ shall make my plea before the Lord,
And my entreaty to my King.
Because of the centrality of this word,
‘King', there are piyutim in which 'king'
appears very Irequently and ecven
serves Lo close the lines. In the piyut
mnsy 89 no77)] the word 'king' closes
26 lines. In other piyyutim it closes the
strophe, as in 9% >mnn NN Dany
»1onn®) and in pan noxen), where
the word 'king' closes 24 strophes.
In the trial scene the hierarchy is
perfectly clear: God is the master, and
the one standing for judgement is the
slave. This being so, the latter cannot
challenge the former(!?),
TN O T2Y /N W2 DIvD T
7. Can the servant speak/ Before his
Master has spoken?
The word "judgement’ sometimes occurs
explicitly in the text. Thus, in the
piyyut: "ovin paoxh;
131%7°007 DY 0PN THEN 1
IPT DY VYR 1Y 2
l. T rest today upon your merciful will
2. As I stand under judgement on
your judgement Day.
and also in mnasy N9 nor(12);

1290 3991 YYD NNY DY 5

T2R0OITN N) 19D .6

5. When the king passes judgement on
me.

6. May he deal with me (mercifully).
At the beginning of the wrial, the
accused is already treated as guilty. He
is ready to be judged, as one who is
guilty, not as one who is innocent. His
external demeanor confirms this: he
stands subserviently, frustrated and
fearful and

suffering. He appears

trembling. He is confused, agitated,
helpless and defenceless.
Thus, in the piyyut »mnn »x Dann(13);
22D TN TN TY YINY .6
MAPY NON ODINY 2D .7
PN 1DV DY DD DWUN DM 8
6. I prostrated myself to the ground,
my heart full of fear.
7. For my sins held (back) my heel.
8. What shall [ reply when my guilty
deeds are recited?
One of the finest descriptions ol the
feeling of concern, suspicion and
trembling is found in the piyyut
»pn AaRTIN onxonntY 1 whose
vocabulary is a mosaic ol words from
the root "71va" (tremble, shake) and
whose content reflects this mood:
TREN PDY NV /DN INTN ODNVNND .1

TYIDOINTRY /DYDY DIPYY ONID N .2
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conjure up the image and the tense
atmosphere ol a court room: seat, seat
of judgment, judge (or, more generally,
'king'), crown, sentence, Day of
Judgment, day, the Day, kindness,
supplication, mercy, gracious, merciful,
anger, dread, awe, fear, trembling, sins,
imprisoned, forgiveness, transgression,
guilt, foolishness, lie, inclination, lust,
horror, the Creator, reconsider. These
and other similar words are taken from
the liturgical text of Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, where they occur and
reoccur with great regularity and
frequency. We find a characteristic
picture of the court room in the piyut
v o) (for reference see relevant
note):
WNTRYN 192 NAY /ANIYN PT RO 3
NTO NINY N ANHY LIYHY N 4
3. You have set up a seat of judgement/
by which all men must go
4. You, God, have made him stand for
judgement/ and you, our Rock, have
set him before you.
The thematic word that serves to create
the special atmosphere in this piyyut is
"day of judgment”, or simply "day"}),
ARTHN D1 D20 /ANINA WN N1 0V .1
YT DOVYN TP /AND) DXNY 19T .2

[. You have chosen this day as of yore/

And have set it above all other days.
2.You have set it aside though to
those you have created/ you have
marked this day to ponder their
actions.
Sometimes the "day" is referred (o as
"night"):
MY TN /AT N DHI 2
2. This night, unto God/ I shall relatc
my troubles.
Since the proceedings and atmosphere
of an earthly law court are familiar to
all, the poet reproduces them in his
"heavenly court” and so makes the
unfamiliar familiar. The heavenly court
becomes a reality that affects, very
powerfully, all who come to pray on
Rosh Hashanah.
This court room scene is dominated by
the judge, (that is, God) who is thus
addressed and exalted in the piyut
PMONN NN NNe():
0002 DMPY T, MY NN .9
DY 1) 29W? N, LIV DYIION .10
9.  You have lifted up/ and you have
brought low.
10. God judges/ He brings down and
raises up.
He is frequently called 'the king', as in
the "Amida" prayer during the Ten

Days of Repentance(©):

« 313~



The Day of Judgment as a Courtroom

Scene in Sephardic Piyyut

-

(Examples from the Sacred Poetry of Rabbi Moshe Ibn Ezra)®)

The days between Rosh Hashanah and

Yom Kippur have always been
regarded as days of Judgment. The
Sephardi poets composed sacred
poetry, much ol which was dedicated
to the days of Selichot, to Rosh
Hashanah, and to Yom Kippur. Of all
these poets, the most eminent is Rav
Moshe Ibn Ezrall (henceforth, Ibn
Ezra) whose piyyutim form part of the
liturgy on these two most solemn days,
particularly in Sephardic synagogues.

The prayers of the community, which
reach a peak on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, are often depicted by Ibn
Fzra as a scene in a court of law. All
the regular participants in a law court
are present: the accused, the judge, the
defense counsel, and the prosecutor. In

this judicial process the accused - who

represents the Jew standing in prayer
during these High Holy Days - is
required to give an account of his
deeds, both good and bad., and is
judged accordingly.

The poet [ulfills the role of prosecutor,
defense attorney, and judge. He also
represents the accused, both as an
whole

individual and as the

congregation of Israel, both
individually and collectively.

At the beginning of the trial the
accused is described as full of sin and
deserving to be condemned; at the end
of the trial, however, he has hope of
forgiveness, not because he deserves to
be forgiven, but because God 1S
merciful and gracious.

In order to make the trial and its terror

realistic, Ibn Ezra uses words that

(*) The author is the head of the Hebrew Department of the Arab College for Education in

Israel - Haifa, and the head of the Institute for Hebrew-Arabic Comparative Research.
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How can we overcome these risks?

1. Itis important to ensure teachers’ confidence building by giving them
professional and moral support.

2. On the other hand, teachers should also be aware that those who do not
“change” and are not able to meet the growing needs of their students might be
threatened and face unpleasant consequences (if they are unable to keep up
with the changes taking place: curriculum, textbooks and approaches).

3. Parallel proficiency courses may help plus an approach to, for example,
pairwork that does not require such a high proficiency e.g. having students
practice “closed dialogues” together in a controlled practice way. Here, the
language is not unpredictable and most teachers will be able to cope. Later,
some teachers may be willing to try more open- ended use of pair and group
work.

Even if the risks outnumber the factors of success (in quantity), | am still
optimistic that the project will succeed because “gains overweigh losses”,
Kennedy.

Conclusion

The plan outlined above is a response to an expressed need that is given in
clear enough terms to indicate the sort of action needed. Part of the means of
change will be a redefinition of a particular inspector’s/ trainer’s role from lone
observer, to organizer and contributor to group training courses. Fortunately,
the autonomy given to inspectors/ trainers and the willingness of teachers for
professional growth and positive self-image make this quite possible.
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2 Teachers are consulted and involved in the whole process of: designing,
implementing, modifying and evaluating.

3. Teachers will be convinced that the course will contribute to their professional
growth and improve their performance to help their students.

4. Teachers will get financial support. This is an important incentive.

5. Teachers will enjoy the advantages of resource centers in each village/ town,
they are two- fold:

a) Teachers will have a variety of references and teaching aids.

b) Teachers will enjoy informal, friendly social meetings through their
cooperation and teamwork.

Risks: (There is always a risk in setting a target not to achieve it)
1. Teachers will go back to the same routine at the end of training.

2. Teachers have been working by the same methods for many years, why
change now?

3. It is time consuming. Teachers might feel stress. They do it in their free time.
“Physical and mental efforts”, Kennedy 1988 page 338

4. New approaches, techniques (communicative, pairs) require a good level and
a good command of English and a high level of proficiency. Teachers might feel
that they are threatened. They also might feel unable to cope with and control
groups and mobility of students.

5. Teachers have been restricted to textbooks teaching contents. They might
find it difficult to go beyond the contents of the book (in order to deal with
curriculum and material writing).

6. Teachers are not so keen and anxious to expose weaknesses to others (e.g.
proficiency, including spelling and methodology), it is “losing face” (and very
unpleasant in our society).
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1. Self- evaluation: used by the teachers as part of their lesson planning: after
teaching the lesson, they reflect on their own lesson and give a brief evaluation
of it.

2. Peer evaluation: during study days; teachers give lessons and their
colleagues attend and evaluate and discuss them.

3. Observer evaluation: observation of the class by the inspector/ trainer
followed by discussion and guidance on an individual basis.

[ll. At the end of the course participants will be asked the following three
questions (which reflect the pre-course questionnaire):

1. Do you feel you are now able to help your students better with their problems?
Give examples.

2. Do you feel you have developed professionally as a result of the course?
Give examples.

3. Do you feel you are now in better contact with your colleagues? Give
examples.

Other indicators of success:

Long-term:

Evaluation may be possible by observing if there is any dramatic change in the
performance of students of the schools involved, in both school entrance exams
and in the Bagrut exam. It is estimated that the results cannot be expected to
work their way through the system until at least three years have passed. One
year for the teachers to follow and digest the course, and two years of
implementation, of insight and knowledge gained from the course. Of course,
even then it will be difficult to prove any course- effect relationship between the
training course and exam results, but a perceived positive relationship will be
enough for practical purposes.

Headmasters will be consulted before and after the course and the perception
and expressions of satisfaction or otherwise will also be taken as indicators.

Why [ think the project is going to succeed:

1. Course attendance is voluntary. (Teachers are not forced to attend)
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in addition, be powerful in enlisting the support of * outsiders” (“purse holders” in
the Ministry of Education and the local councils). It is thus intended to make
evaluation a key concept of the course design.

Base line data (methods and approaches, attitudes and contents), together with
“insiders™ formative evaluation is hoped to lead (once confident) to “outsiders”
expert summative evaluation in order to get extra credibility and thus further
funding, support and encouragement to “cascade” through lectures, study days
and teachers journals. Base-line data and formative evaluation will be the basis
on which the “expert outsider” can build their summative evaluation.

This combination of base-line data, formative and summative evaluation,
together with involvement of both “insiders” and "outsiders” will be a valuable
contribution to our schools. In the present conditions, | believe this is the only
feasible solution to raise the level of performance of teachers and contribute
towards their professional growth.

Certain procedures will need to be carried out before the course starts, and this
forms part of the initial planning of the course.

Short term:

. Participants will be asked in a simple written questionnaire at the beginning of
the course these three questions:

1. What do you think are your students greatest problems with English??
2. What would you like to improve in yourself as a teacher ?

3. Do you think this course will help you to make better contact with your
colleagues ?

The questionnaire can form the stimulus for the first discussion.

Il. Then, a small scale formative evaluation will accompany the implementation
and development of the project. During the course, teachers will be asked
monthly in an informal way (face -to -face interview and discussion) how satisfied
they are and if they have any suggestions for “modification” to the course and to
“check progress”, Hargreaves , page 37

N.B. The three main ways of evaluation of teachers’ work at present which, it is
proposed, should remain in use:
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2. Relevance of change: This will be discussed through reflection on those
problems to find solutions by identifying problems, clarifying what these
problems are and finding the means to overcome them.

3. Clarity: As teachers work, co-operate and exchange views and experience,
problems become clearer, and the potential to identify specific goals and means
to solve the problems become more feasible.

4. Complexity: On the one hand, teachers have their own culturally deep-
rooted beliefs which are not easy to change. On the other, the value of
collaboration, team work and interaction might not be realized right from the
beginning.

5. Practicality and Quality: Teachers should feel that things work better now
and are improving, that they also feel gradual change in their own attitudes and
approaches

E.g. If teachers experience of group work is successful, they might adopt it in
their classes. If their initial experience is negative, they may feel confirmed in
their culturally based avoidance of it.

LLooking back at the above factors we feel that factors one to three are positive
ones and contribute to change, while four to five might be negative factors that
inhibit its progress.

Evaluation

-"There are three major aspects of a project: design, implementation and
evaluation®. We have to look at them in a “cyclical integrative" view rather than
a “linear discrete view” Peter Hargreaves page 35

-"Insiders should be involved in formative evaluation role. For summative,
decision for involving outsiders stand and it might be necessary* Weir and
Richards, 1990 page 17

-"Teachers as participants should feel that innovations belong to them.” Kennedy
1988, page 338

Evaluation and its positive results are seen in this project as an important part of
promoting change. It is the evaluation of the project by “insiders”, involving
“participants” and promoting their feeling of “ownership” of the project that is key
to its acceptance and success. A well documented evaluation of the project will,
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in addition, be powerful in enlisting the support of “ outsiders” (“purse holders” in
the Ministry of Education and the local councils). It is thus intended to make
evaluation a key concept of the course design.

Base line data (methods and approaches, attitudes and contents), together with
“insiders™ formative evaluation is hoped to lead (once confident) to “outsiders”
expert summative evaluation in order to get extra credibility and thus further
funding, support and encouragement to “cascade” through lectures, study days
and teachers journals. Base-line data and formative evaluation will be the basis
on which the “expert outsider” can build their summative evaluation.

This combination of base-line data, formative and summative evaluation,
together with involvement of both “insiders” and “outsiders” will be a valuable
contribution to our schools. In the present conditions, | believe this is the only
feasible solution to raise the level of performance of teachers and contribute
towards their professional growth.

Certain procedures will need to be carried out before the course starts, and this
forms part of the initial planning of the course.

Short term:

I. Participants will be asked in a simple written questionnaire at the beginning of
the course these three questions:

1. What do you think are your students greatest problems with English?
2. What would you like to improve in yourself as a teacher ?

3. Do you think this course will help you to make better contact with your
colleagues ?

The questionnaire can form the stimulus for the first discussion.

II. Then, a small scale formative evaluation will accompany the implementation
and development of the project. During the course, teachers will be asked
monthly in an informal way (face -to -face interview and discussion) how satisfied
they are and if they have any suggestions for “modification” to the course and to
“check progress”, Hargreaves , page 37

N.B. The three main ways of evaluation of teachers’ work at present which, it is
proposed, should remain in use:
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2. Relevance of change: This will be discussed through reflection on those
problems to find solutions by identifying problems, clarifying what these
problems are and finding the means to overcome them.

3. Clarity: As teachers work, co-operate and exchange views and experience,
problems become clearer, and the potential to identify specific goals and means
to solve the problems become more feasible.

4. Complexity: On the one hand, teachers have their own culturally deep-
rooted beliefs which are not easy to change. On the other, the value of
collaboration, team work and interaction might not be realized right from the
beginning.

5. Practicality and Quality: Teachers should feel that things work better now
and are improving, that they also feel gradual change in their own attitudes and
approaches

E.g. If teachers experience of group work is successful, they might adopt it in
their classes. If their initial experience is negative, they may feel confirmed in
their culturally based avoidance of it.

Looking back at the above factors we feel that factors one to three are positive
ones and contribute to change, while four to five might be negative factors that
inhibit its progress.

Evaluation

There are three major aspects of a project: design, implementation and
evaluation. We have to look at them in a “cyclical integrative® view rather than
a “linear discrete view” Peter Hargreaves page 35

Insiders should be involved in formative evaluation role. For summative,
decision for involving outsiders stand and it might be necessary” Weir and
Richards, 1990 page 17

~"Teachers as participants should feel that innovations belong to them.” Kennedy
1988, page 338

Evaluation and its positive results are seen in this project as an important part of
promoting change. It is the evaluation of the project by “insiders”, involving
“participants” and promoting their feeling of “ownership” of the project that is key
to its acceptance and success. A well documented evaluation of the project will,
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3. Survey textbooks available and evaluate them, choose the most suitable and
select from others relevant complementary materials.

Ways To Achieve Objectives:

We can achieve the stated objectives of the course by

1. Making teachers reflect and understand their classroom performance and
monitor it.

2. Increasing input, various techniques and approaches.
3. Making teachers work, adjust and develop materials.

Note: teachers habitually spend a lot of time interpreting materials and making
lesson plans . Due to individual differences and experiences, teachers
interpret materials differently. As a result we have different techniques
(this is positive). Teachers can learn from each other and enrich their
repertoire by trial of other techniques.

To sum up: Teachers:

1. Identify problems they wish to change and improve.

2. Describe these problems.

3. Make plans for action.

4. Implement these plans, make changes when necessary.
5. Observe effect of action.

6. Reflect on effect of action and revise for further planning.

Factors that affect implementation:

This list, based on insights from Kennedy (1988), Weir and Richards(1990),
Slater(1987) McLean and Laugo(1985), Wilson and Rosenfeld(1990), is defined
in terms of our needs:

1. Need: Pedagogical problems perceived as priority issues by the trainers,
inspectors, headmasters, teachers, and parents, who feel the need for change.
This feeling is confirmed by the poor results of Bagrut exams and entrance
exams for school and university.
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2. Discussion: (small groups depending on what grades teachers deal with),
teachers discuss, clarify and understand.

3. Lesson planning: (same groups as in 2), teachers make lesson plans based
on textbooks they use, prepare teaching aids , exercises and any other materials
that help them.

4. Application: (individually), teachers apply the lesson plans in their classrooms.

5a. (The following sessions groups meet again, discuss their practical work e.g.
success or failure, to find out if plans worked, analyze and sum up their
practice).

5b. Next step, they report to the whole group. (Teachers at various levels
become aware of what goes on in each level for continuity).

6. Evaluation: the teachers evaluate textbooks and develop complementary
materials.

How To Bedin Change:

We should focus teachers’ attention on the fact that students’ achievements are
not satisfactory (e.g. Bagrut results, school entrance exams), and there is a
pressing need to help, and that they are the right and the only people to do that.
together we try to search and find ways to help.

We begin by having a discussion (the whole group with the general inspector/
trainer, headmasters, and representatives of the local municipalities) in order to:

1. Get teachers to know each other.

2. Create an easy atmosphere where teachers feel confident enough to express
themselves and ease the tension.

3. Listen to teachers describing problems and students’ needs and suggesting
solutions.

4. Agree on a framework within which the group works as a team.
This requires us to;
1. Study the English curriculum (rarely before studied by in-service teachers).

2. Find suitable methods and approaches.

- 122 -

-6-



Elementary Grades 3-6
Contents:  -Teaching universals (TU) such as motivation, involvement, lesson

planning, discipline etc.

- Skills: mainly oral/ aural hearing skills
-Techniques: e.g. pairwork, groupwork

- Drama, games and songs in the English lesson

- Integrating the computer in the English classroom

- Language proficiency

- Curriculum
Intermediate Grades 7- 9
Contents:  -As above plus

- Reading and writing skills e.g. skimming/ scanning/
inferencing...etc

- Extensive reading

Secondary Grades 10 - 12
Contents: - As above plus

- Materials, methods to prepare students for oral and written Bagrut
exams.

Length of Course: The course will last 40 weeks. Teachers will meet once a
week for three hours.

Course Sessions:

Sessions consist of :

1. Plenary: (whole group) Deals with one aspect o f teaching universals (e.g.
motivation, involvement, lesson planning etc.), a skill (e.g. skimming,
inferencing, eliciting , guessing etc.), other topics (e.g. criteria for textbook,
evaluation and choice) and the curriculum.
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Development : Management of change:

Role of inspector / trainer:

The role of the inspector / trainer in this change will be both administrative and
professional.

1. As an administrator:

a) The inspector/ trainer is an organizer of the course arranges for financial
support from the Ministry of Education and premises from the Local Municipality.

b) He will invite lecturers, applies for and reports to the Ministry of Education to
approve the course for salary increment purposes.

2. As a professional:

a) The inspector/ trainer helps build up curriculum and acts as an advisor to
teachers.

b) Contributor (gives lectures).

c) Evaluator: finds out how teachers feel, finds out changes in teachers’ attitudes
and approaches, finds out effect on students’ performance and level.

d) Facilitates interaction amongst teachers to clarify their own thinking.

e) Helps teachers to find the problems and tries to work out methods and
materials to help their own classes and to suit their own specific needs.

He does all these things in collaboration with teachers and counselors as
partners in the training process. This approach neutralizes the effect of
“resistance of one-way process”, Kennedy (1988) page 332 talks about.

Methods of Implementation: Introduction and Description

How do we visualize change?
The framework of the group is :

Group (village!/ town)
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Frequent visits to classes and continual contact with English teachers have
made us intensely aware of the need to have more intensive in-service
training of teachers and on a wider scale.

Objectives of change:

Main objectives of change are to help teachers to:
1. Understand and identify their approaches to teaching and teaching materials

2. Become aware of the contents of the English language curriculum (few are
aware of this at the moment), and not stick only to the textbook

3. Revise and adapt some parts of textbooks to suit the level of students and
make them culturally relevant

4. Learn various classroom techniques and skills to provide a broader repertoire

5. Realize the value of “teaching universals” for effective teaching and learning,
pedagogy and methodology

6. Improve teachers proficiency and fluency to strengthen their classroom
performance.

Some principles for changes:

As Kennedy states(1989, page 329), “innovation involves behavioral change,
underlying what may be deep-seated beliefs and attitudes”.

In general the present “teaching culture” in the Arab Sector is of a formal teacher
centered approach with the teacher’s job being that of transmission of
knowledge. However teachers are influenced by and aware of progress in
methodology and are keen to prove themselves and “reinforce their
professional identity”. It is also clear that there are problems at present with the
teaching of English, “dissatisfaction with the existing state of affairs”. Therefore
unusual measures need to be taken. These two factors render teachers more
open to the suggestions made on the course.

Teachers will hopefully show "solidarity” ( which is also part of the “culture” so
that can be used to help), and “identify” with the objectives for change.
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Teachers’ reaction to training:

In the innovation process participants should be “involved and consulted” and
be convinced that “they will benefit if it is implemented”. Kennedy (1988)
page 331.

Teachers’ reaction to training in general is positive. Training affects their
professional growth on the one hand and increases their income on the other, if
and when approved by the Ministry. Both professional growth and income are
important for their self image, self esteem and standard of living.

Problems with current in-service training:

Teacher training and teaching of English have been undergoing radical changes
in Israel due to the development of theories of learning and teaching on the one
hand, and to meet the growing needs of learners on the other. (University
entrance is very competitive and higher grades are essential to guarantee
acceptance).

Occasional workshops and study days are held and a few courses are
organized. (When occasional they are not considered for salary increment).
School visits and classroom observation are a useful and important part of the
inspector's/ trainer's work, but are very limited because of time constraints and
the large numbers involved. It is not possible to give help and guidance to many
teachers even if they ask for it. Hardly any real professional growth of the
teachers language proficiency and methodology is initiated this way. The slow
progress which takes place is the outcome of the increasing and cumulative
number of college and university graduates who join the system and contribute
to it.

Need for change:

From an individual assessment to group training:

A fundamental problem in the Arab Sector is the relatively low
achievement in English. Bagrut results bear this out. Teacher proficiency
and methodlogy are not the only factors in this (given the very limited
amount of exposure to and use of English outside the classroom) but they
certainly seem to be factors, and it is in these areas where change may be
initiated;"“An in-service course which centres on pedagogy and
methodology leads to professional development and improved language
level ” P.Wood (1996), page 44,
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Manading Change
in
In-service Teacher Training Wajeeh Awad

In this article | will consider the framework of in-service teacher training in the
Arab Sector in Israel where teachers focus on their professional growth and
increase in income.

The ongoing changes in methodology and curricula require us to reconsider and
review our work as teachers of English to keep up with the development taking
place in order to establish more effective teaching.

The increasing awareness of the value of staff and group development can be
an incentive to create a suitable framework for teachers’ professional growth.
Cooperation can be at various levels: school, village, town or city teachers.

Through this training “we find out more about ourselves, our teaching and the
relationship between the two.” Edge (1992) page 1.

Edge (1992) pages 1 &2 explains the short term outcome of the training of
teachers that leads to the increase in their:

- Awareness of their own strengths and skills

- Appreciation of the strengths and skills of others

- Willingness to listen carefully to others

- Ability to respond to the needs of their own teaching situations

- Confidence in their capacity to empower themselves. Cooperative
development (of the group) is the framework for teacher empowerment.

The intended long term outcome, Edge believes, as do |, is the implementation
of a practical framework for continuing professional self development.

Organizing in-service teacher fraining:

There are two main frameworks for in-service teacher training in Israel.
a) Systematic: teachers attend courses at a college or university
b) Ad hoc: teachers attend/take part in study days, workshops and conferences.

This is voluntary, but “approved” course attendance wins points which count on
an incremental salary scale.
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theater pulsing with actors to depicl

the essence of life as performance, he

means to use Schlossberg's theory ol

acting as a scale against which he

judges the behavior of his characters

who In turn use this scale to measure
cach other's behavior. With the purely
noble at one end, and the purely bestial

at the other. this scale of acting does

Bibliography

not clearly specify the place of the

exactly human. Neither does it

conspicuously mark the various
degrees of good and bad acting. Bul. it
seems, one's task is to recognize the
existence of the purely noble and the
purely bestial and to try to strike a

balance between the two.
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Why does Schlossberg conclude his

long discourse with a rhetorical
question: "Now to whom should this
mean something if not to an actor? If
he isn't for dignity, then I tell you there
is a great mistake somewhere” (113).
Schlossberg's suggestion of a link
between acting and decency was
asserted by Joseph in Dangling Man.
for his own

Trying to account

ageression, Joseph reveals that he is
first confronted with his aggressiveness
when he loses his temper with Mr.
Gesell, his former landlord who often
underheats Joseph's house. In
response, Joseph finally catches him
red-handed, Mr. Gesell jokes about the
cold. "But you, Mr. Gesel 1! An Artist!"
loseph snorts (DM, 144). Obviously
Joseph does not expect an artist to
commit such a debased deed. Like
Schlossberg, he believes an artist has to

exhibit dignity and grace. Still, what

does Schlossberg mean by his
rhetorical question? Why should

Schlossberg's discussion be meaningful
to an actor more than others?

The answer perhaps lies in John
Searle's reply to Derrida in which he
alfirms that iterability allows for a

signilying sequence:

"The existence ol the
pretended form of the speech
act is logically dependent on
the possibility ol  the
nonpretended speech act in the
same way that any pretended
form of behavior is dependent
on nonpretended forms of
behavior, and in that sense the
are

pretended forms

parasitical on the

nonpretended forms" (Searle

1977. 205; italics in source).

In  other words, the actor's
performance on the stage is dependent
on conventional procedures in real life.
But by the same token, the relation of
dependency can be reversed; there
could be no conventional procedure or
a formula in real life, were it not a
repetition of the actor's performance on
the stage. Hence, if life which is
authentic derives its existence from the
play, the inauthentic, the imitative, then
a real actor who combines the two
worlds should best understand
Schlossberg's theory.

In practice Schlossberg's theory of
the exactly human and good acting is
hard to define and difficult to attain.

Yet when Bellow has made The Victim

a world which is analogous to a kind of
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"passionate outbursts” (Bellow 1961,
107). Moreover, Livia's acting presents
a classical example of modern man
living without a sense ol meaning and
purpose; such a life is a retreat to what
Judie Newman in her "Bellow and
Nihilism: The Dean's December” calls,
depending on Nietzsche, "ethical
nihilism" which means a denial of the
existence ol objective moral standards
as distinet from "theoretical nihilism”
which does not recognize the validity
of all knowledge (Newman 1984, 112).

Neither "the more than human” nor
"the less than human" is desirable. Both
have the components that make one a
rhetorician, as they are not tethered to
a master origin which, as Lanham's
concept of the rhetorical man explains.,
constitutes "a single, homogeneously
real society” (1976, 4). Both destroy
the security of the combination which
Ferdinand de Saussure establishes
between the signifier and the signified
(1977, 113). "Good acting is what is
exactly human", Schlossberg maintains.
By "good acting” he means the
achievement ol balance between the
acting of Caesar, the more than human,

and that of Livia, the less than human.

Thus, it is the antithesis of the rhetorical

man's standing as such a status

deviates [rom the rules, norms and
conception of truth as held by the
human society; rather, it is man's
capacity for healthly social intergration
completed by his ability to see life's
"beauty"”, to choose "dignity" and
"oreatness” (113) all within the human
limits. and. above all, to believe in the
existence of such qualities that
certainly make one a "homo seriosus”.
[t is a matter of choosing an
appropriate and decent role for onesell,
of being responsible. to use Austin's
definition of the serious utterance, for
one's roles and behavior without
blaming others and of allowing others
to play their own roles without
imposing one's own script upon them.
This is what Abraham Maslow calls
self-actualization. In his view, self-
actualized people perceive reality
cfficiently and tolerate uncertainty;
they accept themselves and others for
what they are; they are spontaneous in
thought and behaviour; they are
problem-centered rather than sell-
centered they are highly creative and
motivated by aesthetic needs such as
order and beauty (Maslow 1970, 48-

51).
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is it still bad to be "more than human"?

"More than human, can you have any
use ol life?" Schlossberg concludes
(7V, 113). His meaning is clear; once
one ascends the ladder of the "more
must convince

than human", one

himself and others that he has
accomplished the godly state but, in
fact, his claims remain "constative
utterances” which describe some state
ol alfairs and can not actually perform
the action to which they refer (Austin
1975, 1), i.e., one adopts a role
sundered from true knowledge and
exists apart [rom any system of beliefs
and independently of all perspectives.
to borrow Fish's definition of the
rhetorical man's thinking (1990, 205).
In other words, he denies the essential
qualities of his own humanity. In
imitating god, Caesar falsifies death
which is natural and true and denies his
own human existence and life as a
whole. Hence, this type of acting is not
only a non-serious speech act, as
Austin would suggest, but theatrically
poor and unconvincing.

Similarly, Schlossberg rejects one's
degradation to the "less than human”,
associates with

which he poor

theatrical performances and base

attributes such as, misconduct, lying
and deceit, filth and evil. Speaking of
Livia, an actress who plays a part in
The Tigress, he ries to explain why it
is bad to be "less than human”. He
states, "She is not an actress because
she is not a woman, and she is not a
woman because a man doesn't mean
anything to her” (7V, 106). Clearly
Schlossberg, who is performing gender
roles by expressing outdated ideas
about men's superior norms, atfirms that
man is essentially an actor who has to
adopt a decent role; in the play Livia
not only shows that she has "no notion
of play” and her rroleplaying 1s
"businesslike" but also fails to give a
true and faithful image of the human
having mercilessly killed her husband
and hence she fails as an actress. In
killing her husband, Livia conveys a
base image of the human and is thus
degraded to bestiality, a state in which
there is no "love, no hate, no fear, no
lungs, no heart. I'm ashamed to mention
what else is missing. Nothing! The poor
husband. Nothing is killing him, less
than human. A blank” (7V, 113). This is
exactly what Bellow means when he
says that people in the West have lost

"direct emotional self expression”, or

~ 132 -

s



speech which, by Bellow's standards,
depends on "the privilege of direcl
cmotional self-expression”, and
therefore Schlossberg manages to
follow the example of Khrushchev by
becoming the playwright, the director
and actor of his own show. According
to Schlossberg, "It's bad to be less than
human and it's bad to be more than
human" (7V 1947, 112). He takes "more
than human" which is one form of "bad
acting” to be a status parallel to

godhood  which means (he

endorsement of divinely defined
attributes such as innocence, glory,
pure intellect and nobility. In order to
tlustrate why it is bad to be "more than
human”, he employs the example of
Caesar in history, who denies his
discase which is a human quality and
aspires (o the state of godhood placing
himself thus above his fellow humans.
As a result, Caesar is trapped in a
paradox: he is sick and wants to attain
a status that is free from diseases. "Can
a god have discase?" he askes. A god
does not have diseases and therefore
does not die, whereas a man does and
is fated to die. "If I can talk myself into
it that 1 and make

never sweat

everybody else act as if it was (rue,

maybe [ can fix it up about dying, too",
Schlossberg assumes. If, like Caesar,
one writes a script in which he adopts
the role of one who aspires to
godhood, convinces himsell of the
reality of his performance, and makes
others act as though his script were
true, then he is able to control death
and be more than human. What he says
is confirmed by Lanham's notion of the
"homo rhetoricus”, has a bearing on
the Kid's notion of acting. Both assert
that through the power of words they
can fit facts and people (o their aims:
they seek to mmpose a dominance-
submission relationship on others, (o
play in a power game. The same idea of
associating the theme of power with
scriptwriting is expressed in The
Adventures of Augie March where
each character tries to impose scripts
on others. Augic makes it clear that the
world is "made up of these inventors or
artists, each in his own way trying to
recruit other people (o play a
supporting role and sustain him in his
make-believe. The great chicfs and
leaders recruit the greatest number, and
that's what their power is" (March
1977, 448).

Assuming this to be attainable, why
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initially surprised by the Russian
leader's courage to dominate the press,
TV screens, the UN Assembly and the

midtown streets although he was an

uninvited, most unwanted guest.
Wherever he went, Khrushchev

"played up to the crowd and luxuriated
in its attention, behaving like a comic
artist in a show written and directed by
himself” (Bellow 1961, 106). Beyond
Bellow's enthusiastic affirmation of
Khrushchev's ability to write, direct
and to have an absolute control of "the
center of the stage", stands
Khrushchev's mastery ol "the privilege
of direct emotional self-expression”
which enables him to compel
Americans to think about him. Bellow
says,

Masked in smiles and peasant

charm, or in anger, the Russian

Premier releases his deepest

feelings and 1if we are not

shaken by them it is because

we are not in close touch with
West the

connections belween opinion,

reality. In the

feeling and bodily motion have
been broken. We have lost the
expressive power... Deprived
of expressive power, we are

awed by it, have a hunger for it

and are alraid of it. Thus we
praise the grey dignity of our
soft-spoken leaders, but in our
hearts we are suckers for

pllSSiOilIllC outbursts, even

when those  pssionate

outbursts are hypocritical and
falsely motivated (Bellow 1961,
107).

Bellow's words need no fturther
clarification; the world is a stage where
some people are actors others are
audience members both of whom
should lend themselves to passionate
outbursts so as to be in close touch
with reality and lead a convincing life/
play.

As a matter of fact, these ideas of
Bellow about the world/stage analogy
repeat what he has presented in a more
comprehensive, direct and precise
manner in The Victim. On a Sunday
afternoon Leventhal, the protagonist of
The Vietim, joins Schlossberg, a theater
critic, Shifcart, a theater agent,
Goldstone and Harkavy for a lunch
and a discussion about acting, actors
and actresses. Through Schlossberg,
Bellow seizes the scene to present his
central analogy between living and
acting, human life and participation in a

play. Schlossberg gives a bombastic
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fixed and objective and tries 1o
convince himself and others to accept
his revision ol it. Morcover, in the same
manner as the "homo rhetoricus”, the
Kid regards himself as an actor who
also directs and writes his own script as
he goes, trying, getting rid of, adding
onto. contrasting and fabricating new
roles and interpretations. This is
perhaps one implication of what the
Kid means by saying that he became a
“commander” in quest of "excilement,
variety, danger, intellectual stimulus".
This is also what lanham perhaps means
when he affirms that the rhetorical man
relies on "daily histrionic reenactment”
to reassure his "sense of identity"

(Lanham 1976, 4). The kidds adds

"I was a psychologist”, he went

on. "My domain was the
human mind. A chinese scholar
with whom I once studied told
me, 'People always see
themselves in you'. With this
understanding [ entered the
lives of my dupes. The man
who lives by an idea enjoys
greal superiority over those
who live by none. To make
money is not an idea; that
doesn't count. I meant a recal

idea. It was very simple. My

purpose was invisible. When
they looked at me they saw

themselves. [ only showed

them their own purpose” (1956,
43).

The quotation above is of paramount
importance. At the core ol it is the idea
ol people as audience. the Kid as actor.
Furthermore. the Kid is presented as a
persecuting double. a motil which
suggests links with psychoanalytical
theorizations particularly the works of
Outo Rank and Jaques Lacan. In other
words, what the Kid scems to be saying
Is applicable to Rank who maintains
that the narcissistic esteem ol one's
own ego, the horror of the destruction
of sell leads to the creation of an image
similar to the sell in the double, thus
assuring onesell of a second life (1971,
85). Likewise, the Kid's concept of his
role as a double is in line with Lacan's
exploration of the infant's identification
with its reflection in the mirror. Lacan
concludes that it is a gratifying
experience since it lets the infant gain a
sensc of wholeness whereas belore it
experienced itself as shapeless. all
without effort (Lacan, 1977, 1-7).

Bellow's admiration ol the Russian

Premier is even more vigorous. He is
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inferior "kind of troping of that truth of
man" (1989, 517-8). Yet unlike Plato,
Bellow is attracted to theaters and
assigns (o (hem a serious function,
though he is critical of actors flor
offering a poor, unconvincing
theatrical performance: "The actors
seem to have no notion of play. I don't
know why. Is it too frivolous to play in
the theater? Does it lead to disrespect
of their theories? The behavior ol
actors is very businesslike” (312). What
Bellow inveighs against is asserted by
Brecht who treats "the theater as a
place of entertainment” and who
rejects all conceptions which aim (o
turn it into a purveyor of morality or try
to demand "instruction” of it (Brecht
1948, 180). Moreover, Bellow's attitude
here is reminiscent of Hamlet's view ol
acting upon receiving a group of actors
about to play to the King. Both belicve
that the theater image comes (o show
life its true image. Hamlet says, "Be not
too tame neither, but let your own
discretion be your tutor: suit the action
to the word, the word to the action”
(Hamlet, 111, ii, 14-16). This means that
the acting imagery as discussed by
Hamlet and Bellow opposes the realm
thus an

of flasehood indicating

advance in authenticity.

Some years later Bellow expresses
his admiration of the acting skills of
two real-life people, hinting thus at the
analogy between life and play. living
and acting: a notable Chicago
confidence man called "the Yellow
Soviel

Kid" and the premier

Khrushchev. Their movements,
behavior, gestures, manners and style
of speech are described as convincing
theatrical performances but they are
associated with lying and deceit, crime,
violence and bad behavior. In his
interview with the Kid, Bellow asserts
that the power of the Kid lies in his
thinking skills which guide his role-
playing, his deceit. The Kid says, "How
was [ to live? My power lay in words.
In words I became a commander.
Moreover, I could not lead a tame life
of monotony. [ need excitement,
variety, danger, intellectual stimulus”
(Bellow 1956, 43). The Kkid's
philosophy is analogous with the line
of thinking that typifies the "hono
rhetoricus" as described by Lanham.
Through the power of his words the
Kid, exactly like rhetorical man, regards
reality as something plastic and

subjective rather than as something
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Saul Bellow's Notion of Acting
in his Career and Fiction

Saul Bellow employs the acting
moltif extensively in his fiction to show
that the real world tends to imitate the
that human life is in

theater and

significant  ways parallel to
participation in a play. The speech of
his characters is often presented as
though it were that of a theatrical
performance, their ideas take on the
quality of a script while the settings
often have the quality of a dramatic
backdrop. So Bellow's strong use of
acting imagery is complex and deserves
a deep examination.

In his "Pleasures and Pains of
Playgoing", Bellow considers that the
theater appeals to the realm of feeling
rather than to the mind's higher
elements: "I do not go to the theater in
quest of ideas but to be diverted,
search of

delighted, and in

opportunities to and cry”

(Bellow 1954, 312). This suggests that

laugh

for Bellow theater is a safe place where

people let themselves be carried away

— Jamal Assadi

by their deep feelings; people are in the
grip of the power of "pleasure and
pain... instead of law and rational
principles commonly accepted as best"
as Plato says in the process of his
discussion against allowing poctry,
particularly dramatic poety, in his "ideal
state” (Plato 1987, 437: italics mine).

In addition to associating theaters
with feelings rather than with superior
rational skills both Plato and Bellow
suggest a link between theaters and
the effeminate realm of feelings. Plato
regards the behavior which audiences
admire "on the stage as womanish"
(436) and similarly Bellow maintains
"My mother used to go to the theater
or to the pictures in order to have a
good cry" (313). This means both are
open to the accusation of performing
gender roles because they, to borrow
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's words,
"take the privileged male of the white
race as a norm for universal humanity"

and claim that woman is merely an
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skill of recognizing words in their

written form, so that they can later

associate these forms with their already

acquired oral equivalent, and with their

meanings. This can be achieved by

Reading Aloud. Thus, both techniques

are equally important for the

development of reading ability. but
aware ol the

teachers should be

different, though complementary
purposes they serve, il their use of

these methods is to prove successtul.
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right purpose, and with the right texts.

Reading Aloud
As was previously explained, reading is
both a top-down and a bottom-up
process. Therefore, in order for reading
Lo prove successful, it is by no means
sulficient for readers to possess the
relevant and appropriate schema
necessary for the comprehension of a
specific text. Rather, they have to be
provided with the foundation skill of
indentifying the bottom-level textual
cues, without which no top-down skill
can be untilized. In other words,
lorcign language readers are to be
trained in automatic identification skills
in relation to language in its written
form.

Reading Alound has come (o acquire a
bad

techniques of teaching, and is thought

relatively name over other
by a greal number of teachers (o be
appropriate for very weak pupils only.
This is an immensely mistaken view.
Because  only automated local
processing, i.e., of words, phrases etc.,
can allow for true global reading with
true comprehension, there is the need
(o help our students improve their skill

in rapid and accurate identification of

the written form of those bottom level
cues. Reading Aloud can achieve that
because it helps readers associate the
written form of words with their
already acquired oral equivalent. This
important dimension is missing in Silen(
recading. By making our students
perpetually exposed to the written
form of words (using a variety of
methods like Silent Reading). and by
helping them associate the written with
the oral form of words (using Reading
Aloud) we can strengthen (heir
conceptual skill, the identification of
words in their written form, and help
other aspect of

them master the

reading, i.c. the cognitive skill ol
associating these forms with their
meanings. These two dimensions make

up the ability to read.

Summary

Reading is an interactive process
whereby both bottom-up and top-
down modes ol processing interact, As
a result, we as teachers, should devote
time for the development of top down
skills like reading for gist. This can be
achieved by Silent Reading.
Simultancously, we have (0 enhance

our students' ability at the bottom-level
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and to develop adequate schemata for

the interpretation of different texts.

This can be achieved, among other

methods, by Silent Reading.

Silent Reading

Silent Reading, as a classroom method
of teaching FL reading. is grounded in
the top-down, concept-driven view,
and specifically in Schema Theory
(Bartlett 1932, Rumelhart 1980).
Schema Theory stipulates that "every
act of comprehension involves one's
knowledge of the world as well”

(Anderson et al. 1977:369), and that

lexts can be comprehended only if

they are related to the reader's
background knowledge, or schemata.
[n this view, texts do not inherently
carry meaning, but merely act as a (ool
for readers to retrieve meaning from
their own already acquired knowledge.
According to this theory, in order for
comprehension to take place, readers
must be capable of mapping new
schema, or

information to some

background knowledge structure
already acquired. If an appropriate
schema is activated, one which can
provide a consistent interpretation to

the text, reading succeeds. However,

not activating the appropriate schema,
cither because the reader does not
possess such a schema, or because the
text does not provide enough clues for
the activation of such a schema, dooms
reading to failure.

Thus, in order to help our students
improve their reading ability. we, as
teachers, should let them cngage in
extensive reading. This will help them
develop the willingness to take
educated guesses as (o lext meaning,
and will broaden their schemata in
different arcas. Because extensive
reading is time consuming, it is usually
rendered individualized and s
performed at home or in the library. In
the classroom, Silent Reading, in which
candidates are asked to read a short
text, or part of it silently, is conductive
to the development of reading ability,
mainly, because it trains students in
reading for gist, in generating and
testing predictions, and in selecting the
appropriate cues nccessary for text
comprehension.

[n conclusion, Silent Reading can be a

valuable method of teaching reading if

teachers are aware of the purpose it
serves, and il they can use it properly.

Le., if it is used at the right time, for the
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accommodate, and which bears some
levels of agreement with the original
meaning of the author" (Goodman
975, reprinted in 1988:12). The reader
is regarded 'efficient’ if he proves
the

parsimoniously selective of

necessary textual cues in order to
predict meaning and to confirm his
predictions.

The new approach to reading, which
devalued the role of the text in the
reconstruction ol meaning, has
naturally introduced a new perspective
on (ext processing, namely, a concepl-
driven. or a top-down mode of
processing (Coady 1979, Stefenssen et
al. 1979, Carrell 1981, Hudson 1982).
Despite its apparent advantage over
the bottom-up mode of text processing,
the top-down alternative was not
accepted as a substitute to the data-
driven approaches. This is because "by
making the perfectly valid point that
fluent reading is primarily a cognitive
process, they tend to deemphasize the
perceptual and decoding dimension of
that process" (Eskey 1988:93). Thus,
because the top-down model failed to
account for the full circumsrances of
reading, where different readers rely

differently and to different extents on

the different sources of knowledge
available during the act of reading.
And, because it fell short of accounting
for ample empirical evidence
suggesting, for instance, the reliance of
good readers, on equal terms with the
poor readers, on the bottom-level
orthography of words for the sake of
(ibid), the

word identification

alternative interactive approach rto
reading was adopted. According (o this
model, both bottom-up and top-down
modes of processing interact in the

reading process in order to allow for

the construction of meaning
(Rumelhart 1977, Stanovich 1980,
Carrell 1983, 1984, Carrell and

Eisterhold 1983, Perfetti 1985. 1986.
Farr and Carey 1986).

The interactive approach to reading
has had at least two important
pedagogical implications. The first is
that if reading is to be successlully
accomplished, teachers should train
their students in bottom-level word
identification skills. This, as will be
explicated later, can be enhanced,
among other methods, by Reading
Aloud. On the other hand, rather than
mere decoders, readers should be

encouraged to read for global meaning
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Structuralism and

The

of reading,

Behaviorism. prevalent
Structuralism and its hierarchical view
of language assigned primary
importance to the mastery of the
decoding skills of phoneme-grapheme
relationships as a prerequisite to the
learning of a language as a whole
(Lado 1964). Similarly, the scientific
philosophy of the time (before 1965-
70), namely, Behaviorism, reinstated the
significant role of oral decoding skills
in the allegedly automatic development
of the remaining language sKkills,
including reading. The behaviorist
school of thought considered language
learning to consist of habit formation
acquired by means of practice and
This

reinlorcement. resulted in the

emergence of the Audio-lingual
method of teaching, which proclaimed
the primacy of the oral language skills
over reading. The view of reading as an
adjunct to speaking and listening,
discouraged researchers Ifrom an
investigation of the nature of reading
as an independent skill, because they
assumed that the acquisition of the oral
language skills would automatically
lead to it (Fries 1945, 1963, Rivers

1968).

This assumption was, however, altered
with the emergence of Cognitivism.
With the appearance of the Cognitivist
school of thought, and its associated
mental, reader-centered view of
langugage learning, the emphasis in the
reading process shifted from the text to
the reader. The reader emerged, now, as
an active participant in the reading
process, one who reconstructs the
meaning cncoded in the text by
relating it to his own past experience
(Goodman 1967, Clarke and Silberstein
1977, Clarke 1979, Widdowson 1978,
Mackay and Mountford 1979).

Among the pioneers in this domain was
Goodman (1967, 1971, 1975), with his
Psycholinguistic model ol reading,
which began as an account of reading
in the native language and was later
adopted to explain reading in the
foreign language. Goodman's view of
reading as a 'Psycholinguistic Guessing
Game' highlighted the role of the reader
whose task was now conceived ol as
the reconstruction of the text meaning
by proving both ‘effective’ and
'efficient’ (Goodman 1975). The reader
is considered ‘effective’ when he is

capable of reconstructing a meaning (o

the text "that ..[he] can assimilate or

- 144 -



SILENT READING versus READING ALOUD

1\v0cﬁfﬁnenlthough(xnnpkﬂncnuusfnnﬂhodsforlhe

devcknnncnrorfonﬁgnlanguagcntadnugabﬂny

— Haddad-Saiegh Elinor

Introduction

Reading a text is still viewed by a
number of foreign language teachers to
consist of mere decoding of the
author's intended meaning. Therefore,
they discourage their pupils from
constructing alternative meanings (o
those that they themselves might have
come up with, or that a set of reading
comprehension questions might imply.
This

individually constructed text meanings

approach, which renders
faulty just by virtue of being different,
reflects total ignorance of what reading
is (Sarig 1989, Statman 1992, Spolsky

1994).

The
theoretical framework

Reading Process: A

The reading process, axiomatically

defined nowadays as an active,
interactive process, was not viewed so

until fairly recently. Early work in

reading had, for a long time, assumed a
passive nature of the reading process
(Gough 1972, LeBerge-Samuels 1974)
and had, thus, emphasized the role of
the printed characters at the expense of
the role of the reader.

This passive view of rcading reduced
the reading process to a mere decoding
activity, whereby readers engage in the
reconstruction of the author's intended
meaning as encoded in print. And, as a
conscquence, attributed failure in
reading to failure in such a print-
meaning decoding ability (Rivers 1964,
1968, Yorio 1971). The passive, text-
centered approach to reading was also
predicated on a bottom-up mode of
text processing in which the author's
message is  reconstructed by
recognizing the smallest textual units at
the "bottom".

Two sources of influence helped

anchor this passive, text-centered view
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