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The real purpose of scientific method is to make sure Nature hasn't misled you into
thinking you know something you actually don't know. (R. Pirsig, Zen and the Art

of Motorcycle Maintenance).
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This paper examine the various approaches of the most prominent theorists
of social reproduction. Reproduction theorists attempt to explain how and why
individuals of modest social origins are at a disadvantage in the struggle for
lucrative and prestigious jobs. Though they all try to uncover how status or class
position are transmitted, their approaches are quite different. On one end of the
spectrum are those who advocate deterministic models of reproduction, such as
Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis, in the middle part of the spectrum we find the
works of Pierre Bourdieu, Basil Bernstein, Randall Collins and Michael Young,
and at the other end are those who present models which allow for a relative
autonomy of the individuals in their own cultural environment such as Paul
Willis and Henry Giroux, and Michel Apple as a critical educators. An example
of the cultural capital, and learning material in the field of Art education of early

childhood education, is carry out.

The Concept of Reproduction of Class Structure.

The concept of “reproduction of class structure” refers to the social process
by which society reproduces itself in so far as stratification is concerned.
Fundamental relations exist which enable society to reproduce itself again, but
in the form a dominant and subordinate social order (Apple, 1995b). Thus the
progress of various social groups (for instance, the assistance of education)
causes these groups to remain in the same social layer, despite their objective
advances and achievements (Shapira and Peleg, 1989). Bourdieu (1977) explains

that the “tendency of structures to reproduce themselves by producing agents
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endowed with the system of predisposition which is capable of engendering
practices adapted to structures and thereby contributing to the reproduction of the
structures” (p. 487). In MacLeod’s (1987) opinion, social institutions reproduce
the social relationships and attitudes needed to sustain the existing relations of
productivity in capitalist societies. Schools reproduce the dominant ideology, its
forms of knowledge as well as the skills required to reproduce the social division
of labor. Schools, therefore, function as agents of social and cultural reproduction
(Giroux, 1983). Indeed, class reproduction is so ingrained in society that students
already come to believe in the appropriateness of their class position within

society (Cookson and Persell, 1985).

The Social Reproduction Theory on Education
The general theoretical background of class structure reproduction is based on the
Marxist (Marx, 1974), on the Functional (Durkheim, 1973, 1977: Parsons, 1961)
and on the Conflict (Weber, 1968, 1973: Collins, 1977) theories on education.

The Economic Reproduction Theory of Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis

As Marxists, Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis presented a political economy
model of class reproduction which has exercised a strong influence on radical
theories of schooling. In reviewing the American educational system, Bowles and
Gintis (1976) claim that it “serves to reproduce economic inequality and to distort
personal development” (p. 48). Moreover, they maintain that the educational
system duplicates the capitalist division of work, the social class patterns as well

as racial and sexual identification.

Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis demonstrate that there are major structural
differences between schools set up in working class neighborhoods and the more
suburban schools. The former is more regimented in nature with greater emphasis
placed on behavioral control and abiding to rules. Suburban schools, on the

other hand, offer more open systems that favor greater student participation, less

{2004 »3¥) 37 1193 - NIIWNT 12
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direct supervision, more student electives. Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis
go even further and argue that even within the confines of any specific school,
which offers a variety of educational tracks geared to different classes of students,
different values are emphasized according to the identity of the target group . The
schools’ social organization, its pedagogic, evaluating and grading methods, the
quantity and quality of freedom of choice and personal consideration available
to the student body, all reflect the skills and qualities that will be required from
them later on in life. Moreover, schools infuse skills, attitudes and values in their
students befitting to their social class and their potential future occupation. Thus,
a student being groomed as a working class worker has to develop accuracy and
reliability in fulfilling orders as well as respect for his superiors. Less emphasis
is placed on him acquiring responsibility and an independent way of thinking. At
the other end of the scale, a student from the upper-middle classes must cultivate
flexibility of thought, inventiveness, decision making capabilities - especially
in ambiguous situations - a positive attitude towards change and innovation,

faithfulness and responsibility.

The educational system is geared to this way of thinking, with a strong
correlation between the social relations of production and the personal
interactions inherent between the various populations in the school system.
Thus, the rapport of authority and control in the scholastic system, as expressed
“between administrators and teachers, between teachers and students, students
and students, and students and their work, replicate the hierarchical division of

labor which dominates the work place” (p.12).

The Cultural Reproduction Theory of Pierre Bourdieu
Pierre Bourdieu, a renown French Reproduction theorist, based his theory more
on Max Weber and Emile Durkheim’s published works than on Karl Marx’s

Capital. Influenced by the French Structuralism movement (MacLeod, 1987),
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Bourdieu (1974, 1997) presented several concepts which proved to be very
useful to the Reproduction theory. His most important contribution probably
lies in a concept with he coined as “Cultural Capital”. In his Cultural Capital
concept, Bourdieu encompasses general cultural background (approaches, values,
work habits, disposition and skills) that are passed down from one generation
to the next. Since Bourdieu deals with the elite classes, his particular measure
of cultural capital includes theater, concert and museum attendance. He tackles
the question of how this cultural capital ensures individuals appurtenance to the
elite. In Bourdieu’s model, the “family is the possessor of cultural capital, with
each family transmitting to its offspring, indirectly rather than directly, a certain
cultural capital” (Bourdieu, 1974: 32). His concept though can be modified to
include resources available and activities offered at home, which contribute to
the child’s success at school. The more cultural capital a family has, the better the

child does at school.

Each social class transmits distinctive cultural capital. Children of upper class
origin inherit substantially different capital than that inherited by working class
children. Indeed, families of the elite, with a greater availability of cultural capital,
continuously confer knowledge and wisdom on their children which in turn helps
them become high achievers in school. By embodying class interests and
ideologies, schools thus reward the cultural capital of the dominant classes and
systematically devaluate that of the lower classes. Indeed, Bourdieu maintains
that schools valorize upper-class cultural capital and actively depreciate that of the
lower classes. This pre-knowledge or pre-cursor of success in school imbibed by
the offspring of the elite classes was classified by Bourdieu and Passeron (1978)
as “codes” and was examined by them in detail. Cultural capital received at
home, provides advantages that the school itself reinforces. “We will see a direct
correlation between academic performance and social class background” (Ibid,

Tbid: 76).
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As Bourdieu (1977) contends: “The educational system reproduces all the more
perfectly the structure of the distribution of the cultural capital among classes,
in that the culture which it transmits 1s closer to the dominant culture and that
the mode of inculcation to which it has recourse is less removed from the mode
of inculcation practiced by the elite families” (p. 493). Education is regarded as
an important social and political force in the process of class reproduction. By
appearing to be an impartial and neutral “transmitter” of the benefits of a valued
culture, schools are able to promote inequality in the name of fairness and
objectivity. Moreover, schools reproduce social inequality, and by dealing in the
currency of academic credentials, the school legitimates the entire process, “by
making social hierarchies” (Ibid 1977: 496). Reproduction of these hierarchies
“appears to be based upon the hierarchy of gifts, merits or skills established
and ratified by its sanctions, or, in a word, by converting social hierarchies into

academic hierarchies” (Ibid, 1977: 496).

Another concept coined by Bourdieu and Passeron (1978) as “symbolic violence”
is the process by which the educational system ‘enculturates’ and ‘socializes’
all those involved in the school system: teachers, parents and children with a
common ideology or set of values. These values are regarded as harmonic since
they help to preserve inequality by their imposition upon, and acceptance by all
those involved in the scholastic system. This is despite the fact that these values
tend to support prevailing and largely non-egalitarian social structures.

In his analysis of the hegemonic curriculum, Giroux (1983, 1998) points out
the political interests underlying the selection and prioritization of the contents
of the curriculum. The chosen bodies of knowledge not only legitimize the
interests and values of the dominant class, but also tend to marginalise or belittle
other disciplines of greater potential significance to the working class, and other
discriminated upon groups such as women or minorities. Disciplines with a high

status symbol often have a high correlation with professional careers and thus
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higher education. This type of knowledge embodies the cultural capital mentioned
above; “it is more accessible to the upper classes and confirms and legitimizes

their privileged positions in schools” (Giroux 1983: 269).

The Credential Society Theory of Randall Collins

Randall Collins, an American non - Marxist conflict theorist, developed the theory
of the “credential society”. This theory contradicts the meritocracy assumption of
the functional approach which claims that education is a universal mechanism
of occupational selection in force in industrial societies, since academic merits
are measured by personal capabilities. The later theory maintains that the use
of education as a principal criterion for occupational selection, reduces the

influence of social class and origin on the individual’s ability to attain his desired

occupational status (Bell, 1973).

Collins (1979) however, claims that credentialisation is a central cultural norm
which allocates occupational status based on educational or academic records,
disregarding capabilities and skills. This norm perpetuates the dominance of
prestigious status groups, with a broader access to education, compared to social

groups lower down on the social echelon.

In Collins’ (Ibid) opinion, the efforts of the dominant status groups (identified
mainly by a common occupational dominator) to safeguard their economic and
cultural interests, has augmented the necessity to earn a certificate of education,
as a prerequisite to join such elitist groups. In this way, status groups that have
an interest to maintain their singular identity, are able to avert the infiltration of
members from lower status groups into their occupational domain. The pressure
applied by such groups is supported by employers as well as by the educational
institutions, which have their own hidden agenda of well defined interests to
maintain a high level of mandatory academic achievements. Employers define a

large part of the organizational jobs or positions by their status, and the condition
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to obtain a certain position is the possession of a certificate.

In most schools, the curriculum focuses on knowledge, values and the style
adopted by the dominant social groups. A good education is one that has
ingrained the culture of the dominant social groups. Indeed, “schools tend to
have a considerably better record in conveying the conventional basis for social
relationships, than in ensuring the acquisition of instrumental and cognitive
capabilities” (Ibid: 19). As a matter of fact, educational institutions are inefficient

in developing cognitive abilities.

Collins (Ibid) states that the credential society can be “considered as a significant
mechanism of social reproduction” (p. 22). The education barrier will channel

members from different social groups back into their own social level.

Michael Young - Curricula as Socially Organized Knowledge

Young (1975) offers a sociological approach to the organization of knowledge in
curricula. His approach focuses on the importance of curricula in the educational
system’s contribution to the reproduction and mediation of the social parameters,

which create the social forces balance in any given social and historical context.

Young (Ibid) maintains that educational institutions are used as tools by those in
positions of power to define “what 1s to be taken as knowledge, how accessible any
knowledge is to any particular group, what is the accepted relationship between
the various spheres of knowledge, the individuals who have access to it and those

that ensure its availability” (p.32).

Young (Ibid) defines knowledge as “stratification of knowledge”, which
distinguishes between the prestige and property components of stratification.
The prestige components are linked to the different social evaluations placed on
the different spheres of knowledge, while the property components relate to the

notion of ownership and freedom (or restriction of access).
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Increasing differentiation of knowledge is a necessary condition for some groups
to legitimize and maintain their superior position of greater knowledge and higher
value, which in turn is institutionalized by formal educational establishments that
transmit it only to selected members of society. Thus highly valued knowledge
becomes enshrined in the academy or school and provides a standard, against

which everything else is compared.

Young (Ibid) suggests that “the most explicit relation between the dominant
institutional order and the organization of knowledge will be on the dimension of

stratification” (p.452).

Young (Ibid) argues that the organization of knowledge is concerned with the
question of the extent and the criteria of the stratification of the different spheres
of knowledge. He illustrates this idea using as an example the British Educational
System that is dominated by academic curricula with a rigid stratification of
knowledge. Thus, if teachers and children are socialized within an institutionalized
structure, which legitimates these assumptions, the higher status teachers, will be
associated with those parts of the curriculum that are “formally assessed, taught
to the ablest children, and in homogeneous ability groups, to children who show

themselves most successful within such curricula” (Ibid, Ibid 36).

Common characteristics of academic curricula, in a given historical context,
have become legitimated by those in power as high status. Young (Ibid) postulates
that the dominant characteristics of high status knowledge are the organizing
principles underlying academic curricula and will tend to be abstract, highly

literate, individualistic and unrelated to non-school knowledge, in nature.

Moreover, Michael Young’s approach to the exploration of the basic criteria
of the curriculum, which is cardinal to unveiling the general conception of the

dominant power controlling groups in society, can be extended to an analysis of the
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curriculum formulation, with respect to both its “overt” and “covert” significance
(Gearing and Epstein, 1982). Focus can also be placed on the teacher’s role, as
mediator and interpreter of the curriculum, and its subsequent bearing on the class

reproduction process.

Basil Bernstein's Theory of Language, Social Class and Reproduction

Basil Bernsein, the British sociologist, best known for his theoretical and
empirical work on language, and the relationship between language, social
class and educational attainment, was influenced by Durkheim and the French
structuralists, and became one of the main contributors to the structuralism
movement. By conceptualizing the social structure as a system of class inequality,
by tracing these structure implications to language, and demonstrating how other
linguistic devices are characteristic of the upper classes, Bernstein (1972,1977,
1990, 1996) formulated a theory that focuses on a powerful mechanism of social

reproduction.

Bernstein postulates that social status group culture is reproduced by
communication, transmission and the passing down of values from one generation

to the next.

He provides an integrated analysis of the structure and the process of class
reproduction, and estimates that the genes of social class my well be carried not
through a genetic code but through a communication code that social class itself
promotes. He analyses the ways in which social class generates distinct forms of
communication. The different forms of social relation can generate very different
speech systems or communication codes. For Bernstein codes are functions
of a particular form of social relationship, or more generally, qualities of social

structure.

He connects social structure with the social division of labor and family, with the
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family class position representing the fundamental determinant of linguistic code.
“As the child learns his speech ... he learns specific codes which regulate his
verbal acts, he learns the requirements of his social structure” (Bernstein, 1972:
473). While working class children are oriented to “restricted” linguistic codes,
middle-class children use elaborated codes. This assumption is not unequivocal

and may change according to the positional personal family types and codes.

Bernstein (1972) explored the structural relationship expressed in the triad
of school/family/work. Bernstein’s (1977) model of the process that leads to
differential academic performance, emphasizes the distinction between life among
the working-class, where children are more often than not limited to a restricted
code, and school, which demands a set of aptitudes embodied in an elaborated
code. Because schools operate according to the symbolic order of elaborated

codes, working-class children are at a significant disadvantage.

On the one hand, the school system duplicates the middle-class and enables its
offspring to develop to their full capacity, while on the other hand, it perpetuates

the inequality of the lower classes.

Stahl (1977a, 1977b) who carried out extensive research on disadvantaged
children in Israel, points out that Bernstein’s theory can be analogized with the
linguistic, cognitive and social phenomena of the working-class in Great Britain

and the Jews of Sephardi! culture in Israel.

Paul Willis - Learning to Labor

In his renowned ethnographic book “Learning to labor”, Paul Willis (1978) affirms
the education system as a site of transmission of class inequality. Although, as a
Marxist, Willis adopted theories based on economic determinism, he nevertheless
brought a “new dimension to our understanding of social reproduction through

schooling” (Gordon, 1984:107). Namely, the cultural production, the cultural level
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and the social innovations of the individuals involved.

Willis stresses the dynamic production process of certain beliefs and practices
that exist within capitalist society. These beliefs and practices, or “cultures” can
never be detached from their societal base. Cultural production occurs not by
accident, but as a result of particular social conditions. Willis (1978) looks at
the relationship between cultural production and social reproduction, within the
structure of capitalist society. He (Ibid) views the essence of social reproduction
in schools, residing not only in some dominant and institutional determinants,
but also in the cultural forms which are portly produced within institutional sites;
produced not as inevitable responses to institutional demands, but as an expression
of lived contradictions of non-dominant cultures within institutional frameworks.
“Groups of working-class lads take a hand in their own damnation” (Ibid, Ibid: 3).
In his ethnographic study of a group of disaffected, white working-class males in
British secondary schools, Willis (Ibid) finds that these boys’ “class background,
geographical location, job market potential and educational attainment influence

their choice of job”.

Moreover, he argues that these structural forces act through and by cultural
milieu. “The specific milieu ... is the working class counter school culture. It
is here where working class themes are mediated to individuals and groups in
their own determinate context and where working class kids creatively develop,
transform and finally reproduce the larger culture in their own praxis ... which

eventually directs them to a certain kind of work” (Ibid, Ibid: 2).

In his research, Willis (1978) distinguishes between two groups of working-class
students: (1) the “earoles” who conform to the roles defined for students who aspire
to middle-class occupations and comply with the rules and norms of the school
and (2) the “counter-school culture” lads, who reject the school’s achievement

oriented ideology. These nonconformist boys subvert the authority of teacher and
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administrator, disrupt classes and tend to feel superior to the conformist working-
class. They use whatever means at their disposal to display their open opposition

to the school.

Paul Willis focused his research on the later group, that of the “lads”, who
perceive themselves as having power and control over their existence; as having
free choice over their present and future activities. This perception of power
stems from a ruthless celebration of their masculinity, money, violence, sexism
and racism, which penetrates to the very core of the counter-school culture.
Paradoxically “it is the exercise of resistance to conformity which eventually
condemns the lads to a shop floor existence” (Gordon, 1984: 106). Life on the
shop floor is their free choice or the freedom from the conformist pressures
of society (as we see in the school system). However, unbeknown to them, it
concurrently ensures the reproduction of the existing relations of production, and

thus the very system, which the “lads” had rejected.

Their rejection of school “is partly the result of some profound insight into the
economic conditions of their social class under capitalism” (MacLeod, 1987: 17).
Namely, their belief that success in school would not amount to much difference
in so far as they are concerned. They realize that schooling will not enable them to
go much further than they already have, and that many career choices are beyond

their scope and reach.

Henry Giroux: Reproduction and Resistance

Taking as his starting point the ethnographic study of Willis (1978), Henry
Giroux (1983, 1998) as a critical educator presented a critical review and analysis
of Reproduction, Conflict and Resistance theories, in what he calls the New

Sociology of Education.

Based on his critical analysis of these apparently contradictory theories, including
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their strength and weaknesses, Giroux (1983) proposed a new “Resistance and
Schooling” (p .282) theory, on a theoretical level only. This theory relies on the
detailed understanding of the interaction between three central elements: power,
resistance and human agency, in the struggle for social justice in schools, and

subsequently in society.

According to Henry Giroux, the basic drawback of the social reproduction
theories stems from the separation of structural analysis and human agency
(i.e. the “duality concept”). This distinct duality ignores, on the one hand, the
significance and potential influence of individual autonomy (resistance) and, on
the other hand, the structural determinants that are not obviously disclosed by
the immediate experience of those involved in schooling. The models of social
reproduction: economic, cultural and political, regard the schooling system as
a reproductive structure in three aspects, respectively: (1) reproducing the labor
force, stratified by class, (2) engendering the values, knowledge, language, style,
etc. of the dominant culture, and, (3) propagating the ideology underlying the
political power of the state apparatus. The reproduction theories ignore human
agency, the notion of resistance, and their significance in the contradictions and
struggles inherent in schools. These concepts represent the building stones of the
resistance theories, recently developing around the notions of conflict, struggle

and resistance.

The conflict and resistance theories supplement the reproduction theories,
which have failed to explain the fact that the mechanisms of social and cultural
reproduction are never complete and “always meet partially realized elements
of opposition” (Giroux ,1983: 259). Within the framework of the Resistance
Theories, schools are viewed as “contested terrain marked not only by structural
and ideological contradictions, but also collectively informed students” (Ibid,

Ibid: 260). Schools are, thus, regarded as social institutions teaching both overt
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and covert curricula, dominant and sub-dominant cultures as well as competing
class ideologies. Therefore, conflict and resistance — resulting from asymmetric
power relations favoring the dominant classes - create a complex field in which
the human agency is the principal factor through which class, race and gender

mediated practices oppose the school’s central message.

Henry Giroux’s criteria for resistance are based on the “emancipator interests”
behind the acts of resistance, i.e. originating from the radical consciousness,
rising and collective critical action, rooted in the collective values of the peer
group, the family, the workplace, etc. Giroux (1983) proposed “a new radical
pedagogy”(p. 282) based on the interaction between power, resistance and human
agency, in the struggle for critical thinking and learning. He postulates here that
although schools will not alter society, they may become pockets of resistance
and initiative for new forms of learning and social relations, in their strive for new

morality and social justice

Michel Apple: Reproduction, Cultural Capital and Official Knowledge

As a Critical educator Michel Apple (1995a, 1995b) alerting us to the economic
crisis at hand and especially points out that whenever groups of people struggle
over issues of gender, race, and class, the economy, as well as the entire social
process is affected. He stress the salary gap between men and women and the fact
that African American and Hispanics have a higher unemployment rate.

The educational and cultural system is a variable that dictates the maintenance
of the existing domination and exploitation in the social order. Apple suggests
that too much attention is given to schools when in essence the problem is part of a
larger framework of social relations as it relates to cultural reproduction.

This critical theorist suggests that social patterns and outcomes may inform us

how the school functions to reproduce an unequal society.

Apple maintains that the conception of “cultural capital” assumes that the
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fundamental role of educational institutions is the distribution of knowledge to
students, some of whom are more able to acquire it because of cultural gifts that

come naturally from their class or gender position.

The Cultural Capital, and Learning Material
Toren (2004) analyze the pedagogical literature, the curriculum and learning
material — in the artistic field of early childhood education, points out that none of
the literature used throughout her research from the 1960°s to this day (more than
50 articles) affiliates with the cultural capital of Sepharadic? Jews from the mid
to lower classes, only to that of the mid to higher classes — the Ashkenazi ! Jews.
As explained by Bourdieu (1997) schools valorize upper class cultural capital and

actively depreciate that of the lower classes.

The tendency to valorize upper class cultural capital and disregard that of the
lower classes is accentuated for instance in the book Children’s Encounter with
Artistic Works — A Guide to Kindergarten Teachers, To Teachers and Parents
(Ministry of Education and Culture,1995a). This book endorses works of arts that
are deemed worthwhile to be exhibited in every kindergarten, and are all works of
renown European or North American artists of different schools, such as Picasso,
Miro, Van Gogh, Monet, Mondrian etc. Not one Arab artist or Sepharadic style 1s

exhibited in the book. The culture of these Jews is omitted.

If we take a look at the motives proposed, not one work contains the style
or mannerism prevailing in the East: ornaments, embellishments, adornments,
mosaics, nor religious motives void of human or animal figures. If we examine
the subject matters, none of the works shown contain articles prevalent in the
east or sacred to the Sepharadic Jews. Even the Israeli artists exhibited are all of

European Jews descent and nothing in their works remind us of the East.

In the booklet Expression and Creativity Through Materials (Ministry of
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Education and Culture, 1995b) in which a correlation is drawn between art and
social values, and which relates to artistic activities for the Jewish Festivals, no
reference is made to the cultural dimension, and only refers to the artistic activity

in general.

In this pedagogic material we can see that the Ministry of Education and Culture
places greater value on the cultural capital of the mid and high social classes.
Thus, the cultural experience that these children receive at home is reinforced by
the kindergarten teacher, while that of the lower classes is disregarded or devalued
in kindergarten. The pedagogic message this latter class of children receives, is
that their culture is worthless, to be scorned and that they should strive to learn a

better culture.

Thus, from the very earliest days of pre-schooling, we witness the reproduction
of class structure, with the European culture (mid-high classes) being the dominant
culture of the state. Thus children from this milieu belonging to the “accepted”
culture, have an early head start over their peers from the lower classes. Through
the hegemony of the curriculum and pedagogic material, the educational system

contributes to the social-cultural inequality (Bourdieu, 1997; Young, 1975).
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Abstract

During the last two decades, theoretical approaches and research dealt
with the issue of the role of the school mentor as facilitating the development of
teaching students. The role of the kindergarten mentor is presented as a central
role by the students preparing themselves to become teachers. It influences
their professional development, and their attitudes and perceptions towards the

teaching profession and towards their roles as future educators (Ziv, 1990).

The uniqueness of this work lies in the comparison between the Jewish
sector and the Arab sector with regards to the perceptions and attitudes of the
mentor’s role in order to find out whether or not there is a difference between the
two sectors whose culture is different. We hope that as a result of this questionnaire
that was administered to both the mentors and the students, we will get an insight
and exposure to the variety and the complexity of the role of the mentor. We as

the mentors will receive an important tool to accommodate mutual expectations.

The mentor has a central role in the process of the students’ professional
training. The definition of a mentor in the professional literature is that of an
expert, and the expert is trained, experienced, and knowledgeable in a certain field

or profession (Eban Shoshan, Oxford Dictionary).

This article is based on a field study. It included 40 students (20 students
in the Arab sector, 20 in the Jewish sector) as well as 16 mentor teachers (8 1n the
Jewish sector and 8 in the Arab sector) participated in this study. Participating
students were first year students in the Early Childhood Education department
in two colleges, (The Academic Arab College for Education and Gordon
Multicultural College of Education) both schools are located in Haifa.

The students and the mentors answered anonymously a questionnaire on
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the role of the mentor in early education. This questionnaire is based on Hans
and Hawk 1996, and it included 14 statements on the roles of the training teacher
as well as open ended questions. The results of the study show that the most

common similorily between the two colleges is the teaching category.

The most important finding is the great importance of the teaching area
among the students and the mentors in both Arab and Jewish sectors. The
teaching factor was very obvious also in percentile, and in the Jewish sector it
reached 50% of the answers. Based on the study’s open questions, it seems
that both the students and the mentors see their main role in teaching, and place a

special emphasis on this role.

As seen in the statements, here too there were no significant differences
found between the Jewish and Arab sectors in spite of the cultural differences.
Both the personal and the professional aspects were viewed as insignificant when

compared to the teaching role.

In our view, during the first year, it is advised to pay attention and stress
the personal aspect in a more significant manner in order to offer the students

encouragement and enhance their self-confidence and sense of ability.

Sharon Feinman-Nemser (2003) in her article titled “What Should New
Teachers Know”, writes that teachers who stick to the profession and do not leave

the profession soon after graduation, are those who had effective mentoring and

good induction programs.
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